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My Administration is working to expand 
the American people’s financial education. In 
January of this year, I signed an Executive 
Order establishing the President’s Advisory 
Council on Financial Literacy. This Council 
will help keep America competitive and assist 
Americans in understanding and addressing 
financial matters. By visiting consumer.gov 
and mymoney.gov, Americans can discover 
the tools they need to make financial deci-
sions and be successful in today’s market-
place. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim March 2 through 
March 8, 2008, as National Consumer Pro-
tection Week. I call upon Government offi-
cials, industry leaders, and consumer advo-
cates to make available information about 
how citizens can help to prevent fraud and 
identity theft, and I encourage all Americans 
to gain the financial literacy they need to 
compete in the 21st century. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-ninth day of February, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:55 a.m., March 4, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on March 5. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
March 1, 2008 

Good morning. Today my administration 
is releasing our 2008 National Drug Control 
Strategy. This report lays out the methods 
we are using to combat drug abuse in Amer-
ica, and it highlights the hopeful progress 
we’re making in the fight against addiction. 

When I took office in 2001, our country 
was facing a troubling rate of drug abuse, 
particularly among young people. Through-

out America, young men and women saw 
their dreams disrupted by the destructive 
cycle of addiction. So I committed our Na-
tion to an ambitious goal. In 2002, we began 
efforts to cut drug use among young people 
by 25 percent over 5 years. 

Our strategy has three key elements. First, 
we are working to disrupt the supply of drugs 
by strengthening law enforcement and 
partnering with other countries to keep drugs 
out of the United States. Second, we’re work-
ing to reduce the demand for drugs through 
prevention and education programs. And 
third, we’re providing treatment options for 
those who’ve fallen prey to addiction. 

These efforts have produced measurable 
results. Since 2001, the rate of youth drug 
abuse has dropped by 24 percent. Young 
people’s use of marijuana is down by 25 per-
cent. Their use of ecstasy has dropped by 
more than 50 percent. And their use of meth-
amphetamine has declined by 64 percent. 
Overall, an estimated 860,000 fewer young 
people in America are using drugs today than 
when we began these efforts. 

Our drug control strategy will continue all 
three elements of this successful approach. 
It will also target a growing problem, the 
abuse of prescription drugs by youth. Unfor-
tunately, many young Americans do not un-
derstand how dangerous abusing medication 
can be. And in recent years, the number of 
Americans who have died from prescription 
drug overdoses has increased. 

One of the factors behind this trend is the 
growing availability of highly addictive pre-
scription drugs online. The Internet has 
brought about tremendous benefits for those 
who cannot easily get to a pharmacy in per-
son. However, it has also created an oppor-
tunity for unscrupulous doctors and phar-
macists to profit from addiction. 

One victim of such a doctor was Ryan 
Haight. The young man from California was 
only 18 when he overdosed on painkillers 
that were illegally prescribed over the Inter-
net. With only a few clicks of the mouse, 
Ryan was able to get a prescription from a 
doctor he had never met and have the pills 
sent to his front door. The doctor who wrote 
Ryan’s prescription had previously served 
time in prison for illegally dispensing con-
trolled substances. 
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We need to prevent tragedies like this 
from happening in the future. So I’m asking 
Congress to work with my administration to 
put an end to the illegal sale of highly addict-
ive prescription drugs on the Internet. By 
working together to meet this goal, we can 
ensure a safer future for our children. 

Government action is only one part of the 
solution to the problem of drug abuse. Oth-
ers in our society have an important role to 
play as well. People in the entertainment and 
sports industries serve as role models to mil-
lions of young Americans, and that comes 
with the responsibility to dispel the notion 
that drug abuse is glamorous and free of con-
sequences. Teachers, pastors, and parents 
also have an obligation to help young people 
develop the character and self-respect to re-
sist drugs. The Federal Government will con-
tinue to do its part to keep our young people 
safe, and I urge all Americans to do the same. 
Our children deserve nothing less. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on 
February 29 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on March 1. 
The transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on February 29 but was 
embargoed for release until the broadcast. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of this address. 

The President’s News Conference 
With Prime Minister Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen of Denmark in Crawford, 
Texas 
March 1, 2008 

President Bush. Welcome. Thanks for 
coming. A couple opening statements, and 
we’ll answer two questions apiece. 

Mr. Prime Minister, we’re really thrilled 
you’re here. Laura and I love having you and 
Anne-Mette with us. Pretty good guests 
when you can have a meaningful mountain 
bike ride at sunset and then at sunrise, and 
the man not even break into a sweat. You’re 
in incredible condition, and I really have en-
joyed my time with you—my time when we 
talked and my time when we rode. I also 
appreciate the fact that you’re a good per-
sonal friend and a strong leader. 

I want to share with you some of the things 
we talked about. First of all, we talked about 
the war on terror and the ideological struggle 
of the 21st century. I appreciate your clear 
vision of the threats we all face—and the op-
portunities that, by working together, we can 
help young democracies survive and help 
people realize the blessings of free societies. 

I do want to thank you very much for the 
strong support of the NATO mission in Af-
ghanistan. I know brave Danish soldiers have 
lost their lives. Our deepest sympathies go 
for their—to their loved ones. It is painful 
when anybody loses a life in any time, but— 
much less in combat. But it’s very important 
for the people of Denmark, like it is for the 
people of the United States, to understand 
that, one, we’re denying extremist groups 
safe haven, the very same groups that at-
tacked and killed thousands of innocent peo-
ple. We’re helping young girls go to school. 
We’re helping infrastructure develop. We’re 
helping people find health care. We’re help-
ing a hopeful society begin to emerge. And 
we spent a lot of time talking about that. 

I also appreciate very much the Danish 
contributions to help the people of Iraq. I 
strongly believe on the policy of return on 
success. We’re returning some of our troops 
based upon success. That’s precisely what the 
Danish Government did, because they were 
successful in their mission. And I congratu-
late you, Mr. Prime Minister, for having a 
vision. 

I also was able to share with you my sense 
of what’s happening in Iraq. We’re watching 
a young democracy grow, much to the 
amazement a lot of critics, a lot of people 
who said, ‘‘Well, it’s impossible for this to 
happen in the rocky soils of Iraq.’’ And it’s 
happening today. And there’s still more work 
to be done. 

We’re looking forward to our summit in 
Bucharest. We talked about what we intend 
to do and how to work to have a comprehen-
sive, strategic plan available for Iraq—I 
mean, for Afghanistan, so our allies can take 
this plan home, can explain to the people why 
it’s important. We also talked about the need 
to make sure that there’s more civilian-mili-
tary cooperation, that tangible evidence of a 
free society begins to become more evident 
to people and to grassroots in Afghanistan. 
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